
EXEMPTION CODE KEY

Code Applicable Exemption

The cited exemption applies because the 

redacted/withheld information includes the:

2L RCW 42.56.240(2).  Information revealing the identity of persons who are witnesses to or victims of crime 

or who file complaints with any investigative, law enforcement, or penology agencies, if disclosure would 

endanger any person's life, physical safety, or property or they indicate a desire for anonymity at the time 

of initial contact.

Identity of a witness to a crime where witness 

requested anonymity at the time of initial 

contact with law enforcement.

4A RCW 42.56.070(1); RCW 13.50.100.  Records covered by RCW 13.50.100 shall be confidential and shall be 

relased only pursuant to that section and RCW 13.50.010.

Records related to a juvenile which do not 

relate to the commission of a criminal offense

4D RCW 42.56.070(1); RCW 13.50.010(1)(b) and (d); RCW 13.50.100(1)(2)(3) and (5). Records retained or 

produced by the department of social and health services or its contracting agency, the department of 

children, youth, and families and its contracting agency are confidential and exempt from disclosure under 

the public records act. Such records remain confidential when provided to law enforcement or the 

prosecutor's office for investigation purposes. Wright v. State , 176 Wash.App 585 (2013)                                                                                                                                  

CPS Reports and Investigations

8A RCW 42.56.070(1); RCW 42.56.230(5); RCW 46.12.635; 18 USC §§2721, 2725(3) (Driver's Privacy Protection 

Act). Personal information that identifies an individual, including photograph, social security number, 

driver identification number, name, address (not zip code), telephone number, and medical or disability 

information (but does not include information on vehicular accidents, driving violations and driver's 

status), may not be disclosed by a government agency who received such information from the state 

department of licensing, except in particular instances defined in 18 USC§ 2721(b). RCW 46.12.635, 

name/address of individual vehicle owner shall not be released, contact the Department of Licensing.

Driver's License numbers, Identification cards 

and/or other personal information about a 

driver or vehicle owner provided by 

department of licensing. 

5B RCW 42.56.070(1); RCW 70.48.100(3)(a). Photos are exempt from disclosure except to law enforcement to 

assist in crime investigation.

Jail Booking Photos

19E RCW 42.56.240(1). Specific intelligence information and specific investigative records compiled by 

investigative, law enforcement, penology agencies, and state agencies, where disclosure would reveal law 

enforcement techniques, capabilities, limitations, and the extent of law enforcement knowledge which 

would jeopardize investigations, prosecutions and/or assist individuals in criminal activity, the 

nondisclosure of which is essential to effective law enforcement or the protection of any person's right to 

privacy and exempt from disclosure.

Investigative Records -  the nondisclosure of 

which is essential to effective Law 

enforcement.

22A RCW 42.56.070(1); HIPAA, 45 CFR Part 160, 164; RCW 70.02.020; RCW 70.02.005(4). Disclosure of health 

care information without the patient's consent is prohibited in the PRA. Disclosure must conform to the 

patient's written authorization.

Medical records and records containing 

specific medical information.

24 RCW 42.56.230(5); RCW 9.35.005. FBI#, SID#, and DOC# are personal Identifying numbers and exempt 

from disclosure. 

FBI#, SID#, DOC#.

28K RCW 42.56.070(1); RCW 5.60.060(2)(a), RCW 42.56.290.  Drafts/notes/memoranda, research regarding 

opinions/impression of attorney or attorney's agent prepared, collected, assembled in litigation or in 

anticipation of litigation or related to client advice is exempt.

Attorney work product related to anticipated 

litigation, litigation or client advice

30A RCW 42.56.070(1); 5 USC §552(a); RCW 42.56.230(5). The Privacy Act of 1974 evinces Congress' intent that 

social security numbers are a private concern. RCW 42.56.230(5) exempts "other financial information", as 

defined in RCW 9.35.005(1), which includes social security numbers and tax identification numbers are 

exempt from disclosure.

Social Security Number

33B RCW 42.56.070(1); RCW 7.69A.030(4). Name, address, and photos of a living child victim shall not be 

disclosed by law enforcement, prosecutors, state agency without permission of 

victim/witness/parents/guardians except to entity providing services to child. [Child] Witness means a 

person who has been or is expected to be summoned to testify for the prosecution in a criminal action, or 

who by reason of having relevant information is subject to call or likely to be called as a witness for the 

prosecution, whether or not an action or proceeding has been commenced.

Child Victim of Crime (living) - Identifying 

information of living child victim of a crime 

[name/address/photos,..]

33D RCW 42.56.070(1); RCW 7.69A.030(4). Name, address, photos of living child witness of a crime shall not be 

disclosed by law enforcement, prosecutors, state agency without permission of 

victim/witness/parents/guardians except to entity providing services to child. [Child] Witness means a 

person who has been or is expected to be summoned to testify for the prosecution in a criminal action, or 

who by reason of having relevant information is subject to call or likely to be called as a witness for the 

prosecution, whether or not an action or proceeding has been commenced.

Child Witness to Crime (living) - Identifying 

information of living child witness of a crime 

[name/address/photos,..]

33E RCW 42.56.070(1), RCW 42.56.240(5), RCW 10.97.130. Information revealing the specific details that 

describe an alleged or proven child victim of sexual assault (under age 18) or the identity or contact 

information of an alleged or proven child victim of sexual assault (under age 18) is exempt from disclosure - 

including name, addresses, location, photograph, phone numbers, email addresses, social media profiles, 

and user names and passwords. In cases in which the child victim is a relative or stepchild or stepsibling of 

the alleged perpetrator, identification of the relationship between the child and the alleged perpetrator.

Identifying information of a child victim of 

sexual assault. 

43A RCW 42.56.230(5).  Credit card numbers, debit card numbers, electronic check numbers, credi expiration 

dates, bank/other finanacial information as defined in RCW 9.35.005 including social security  numbers are 

exempt expect when disclosure is expressly required by or goverened by other law.

Bank/other financial account numbers and 

balances.


